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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



2. Claim 1-3, 5, 9-11, 17, and 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ishihama et al, US 5,557,328. 

In regard to claim 1, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses a digital camera (see 
figure 1), comprising: 



means for displaying said at least one captured image (see figure 1, 
element 30); 

means for cropping the displayed at least one captured image (see column 
4, lines 8-35: When an image is displayed on the display and the camera is set to 
zoom-in on or crop the image, an opaque frame line is displayed on the display. 
The portion inside the frame is the uncropped portion of the image to be 
magnified and saved into memory. The portion outside the frame is the cropped 
portion and is excluded from being saved); and 

means for storing an uncropped portion of the displayed at least one 
captured image (see figure 3 and column 4, lines 32-35). 



means for capturing at least one image of a scene (see figure 1 , element 



16); 
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In regard to claim 2, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the digital camera 
recited in claim 1, further comprising means for deleting a cropped portion of displayed 
image (see column 4, lines 30-32). 

In regard to claim 3, Ishihama et al, US 5,557,328, discloses the digital camera 
recited in claim 1 wherein said capturing means captures at least two images of the scene 
(It is inherent that multiple images of a scene can be captured by the image sensing 
device (16) and stored in the recording medium (24), until the recording medium is full-). 

In regard to claim 5, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the digital camera 
recited in claim 1 wherein said at least two images of the scene are captured sequentially 
in time (It is inherent images are captured sequentially in time in order, since there is only 
one CCD (16)). 

In regard to claim 9, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses a method of 
controlling the operation of a digital camera, comprising the steps of: 

Receiving at least one capture image from a photosensor (see column 2, 
lines 49-53); 

displaying the captured image (see column 2, lines 56-58); 

receiving cropping instructions for the displayed image (see column 4, 
lines 8-35: : When an image is displayed on the display and the camera is set to 
zoom- in on or crop the image, an opaque frame line is displayed on the display. 
The portion inside the frame is the uncropped portion of the image to be 
magnified and saved into memory. The portion outside the frame is the cropped 
portion and is excluded from being saved); and 
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storing an uncropped portion of the displayed image (see figure 3 and 
column 4, lines 32-35). 

In regard to claim 10, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the method and 
computer readable medium recited in claims 9 5 further comprising the step of deleting a 
cropped portion of displayed image (see column 4, lines 30-32). 

In regard to claim 1 1, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the method recited 
in claim 9 wherein said receiving step further comprises receiving at least two captured ~ 
images from the photo sensor (It is inherent that multiple images of a scene can be 
captured by the image sensing device (16) and stored in the recording medium (24), until 
the recording medium is full). 

In regard to claim 17, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses a computer 
readable medium (It is inherent the microcomputer (14) stores a control program in a 
storage medium to use to operate the camera (see column 2, lines 58-60)) of controlling 
the operation of a digital camera, comprising: 

logic that receives at least one capture image from a photo sensor (see 

column 2, lines 49-53); 

logic that displays the captured image (see column 2, lines 56-58); 
logic that receives cropping instructions for the displayed image (see 

figure 3 and column 4, lines 8-35: When an image is displayed on the display and 

the camera is set to zoom-in on or crop the image, an opaque frame line is 

displayed on the display. The portion inside the frame is the uncropped portion of 
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the image to be magnified and saved into memory. The portion outside the frame 
is the cropped portion and is excluded from being saved); and 

logic that stores an uncropped portion of the displayed image (see column 
4, lines 32-35). 

logic that deletes a cropped portion of displayed image (see column 4, 
lines 30-32). 

In regard to claim 18, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the computer 
readable medium recited in claim 17 wherein said receiving step further comprises 
receiving logic that receives at least two captured images from the photo sensor (It is 
inherent that multiple images of a scene can be captured by the image sensing device (16) 
and stored in the recording medium (24), until the recording medium is full). 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4, Claims 4, 6-8, 12-16, and 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 0858208. 

In regard to claim 4, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the digital camera 
recited in claim 3. Ishihama does not disclose the means for merging the two captured 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



images into the displayed image. 
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Weldy et al., EP 0858208, discloses a digital camera that captures two electronic 
images of a scene; digitizes the at least two electronic images on the scene; and combines 
and processes the at least two digitized electronic images of the scene to produce a 
combined digital image of a scene with improved performance characteristics (see page 
2, lines 39-45). By capturing two electronic images of a scene, it is possible to overcome 
the spatial resolution and noise problems with small electronic sensor (see page 2, lines 
44-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of 
Weldy et al., EP 0858208, to have means for merging the two captured images into the 
displayed image in order to overcome the spatial resolution and noise problems with 
small electronic sensors. 

In regard to claim 6, Ishihama et al, US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the digital camera recited in claim 4. The Ishihama reference does 
not disclose at least two images of the scene are captured simultaneously. 

The Weldy reference discloses uses two or more image sensors to capture 
multiple image of a scene simultaneously (see page 5, lines 14-20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of 
Weldy et al., EP 0858208, to have to have two image sensors that capture images of a 
scene simultaneously in order to create the composite images faster. 
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In regard to claim 7, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the digital camera recited in claim 3 wherein said at least two images 
have an overlapping image field (see Weldy: page 2, line 42: Images are of same scene). 

In regard to claim 8, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses digital camera recited in claim 3 wherein said at least two images 
have substantially the same image field (see Weldy: page 2, line 42: Images are of same 
scene). 

In regard to claim 12, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the method recited 
in claim 1 1 . Ishihama does not disclose the step of merging the two captured images into 
the displayed image. 

Weldy et al., EP 0858208, discloses a digital camera that captures two electronic 
images of a scene; digitizes the at least two electronic images on the scene; and combines 
and processes the at least two digitized electronic images of the scene to produce a 
combined digital image of a scene with improved performance characteristics (see page 
2, lines 39-45). By capturing two electronic images of a scene, it is possible to overcome 
the spatial resolution and noise problems with small electronic sensors (see page 2, lines 
44-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of 
Weldy et al., EP 0858208, to have the step of merging the two captured images into the 
displayed image in order to overcome the spatial resolution and noise problems with 
small electronic sensors. 
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In regard to claim 13, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the method recited in claim 1 1 wherein said at least two images of the 
scene are captured sequentially in time (It is inherent images in the Ishihama reference 
are captured sequentially in time in order, since there is only one CCD (16)). 

In regard to claim 14, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the method recited in claim 1 1 . The Ishihama reference does not 
disclose at least two images of the scene are captured simultaneously. 

The Weldy reference discloses uses two or more image sensors to capture 
multiple image of a scene simultaneously (see page 5, lines 14-20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of 
Weldy et al., EP 0858208, to have to have two image sensors that capture images of a 
scene simultaneously in order to create the composite images faster. 

In regard to claim 15, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the method recited in claim 14 wherein said at least two images have 
an overlapping image field (see Weldy: page 2, line 42: Images are of same scene). 

In regard to claim 16, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al, EP 
0858208, discloses the method recited in claim 3 wherein said at least two images have 
substantially the same image field (see Weldy: page 2, line 42: Images are of same 
scene). 
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In regard to claim 19, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, discloses the computer 
readable medium recited in claim 1 1 . Ishihama does not disclose the step of merging the 
two captured images into the displayed image. 

Weldy et al., EP 0858208, discloses a digital camera that captures two electronic 
images of a scene; digitizes the at least two electronic images on the scene; and combines 
and processes the at least two digitized electronic images of the scene to produce a 
combined digital image of a scene with improved performance characteristics (see page 
2, lines 39-45). By capturing two electronic images of a scene, it is possible to overcome 
the spatial resolution and noise problems with small electronic sensors (see page 2, lines 
44-45): 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of 
Weldy et al., EP 0858208, to have the step of merging the two captured images into the 
displayed image in order to overcome the spatial resolution and noise problems with 
small electronic sensors. 

In regard to claim 20, Ishihama et al, US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al, EP 
0858208, discloses the machine readable medium recited in claim 18 wherein said at least 
two images of the scene are captured sequentially in time (It is inherent images in the 
Ishihama reference are captured sequentially in time in order, since there is only one 



CCD (16)). 
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In regard to claim 21, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the machine readable medium recited in claim 18. The Ishihama 
reference does not disclose at least two images of the scene are captured simultaneously. 

The Weldy reference discloses uses two or more image sensors to capture 
multiple image of a scene simultaneously (see page 5, lines 14-20) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of 
Weldy et al, EP 0858208, to have to have two image sensors that capture images of a 
scene simultaneously in order to create the composite images faster. 

In regard to claim 22, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al., EP 
0858208, discloses the machine readable medium recited in claim 21 wherein said at 
least two images have an overlapping image field (see Weldy: page 2, line 42: Images are 
of same scene). 

In regard to claim 23, Ishihama et al., US 5,557,328, in view of Weldy et al, EP 
0858208, discloses the machine readable medium recited in claim 22 wherein said at 
least two images have an the same image field (see Weldy: page 2, line 42: Images are of 
same scene). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following art discloses combining image captured by a camera: 
US 6,326,995 and US 5,555,324. 
The following art discloses cropping images captured with a digital camera: 
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US 6,590,590 and US 6,122,409 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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